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Abstract
In early January 2026, while testing how AI systems process novel semantic artifacts, I encountered something
unexpected: the Google AI summarizer was trolling me.

Body

The Trolls at the Gates: On the Unexpected Wisdom of Mis-
chievous Summarizers
A Diagnostic Essay

Lee Sharks, January 2026

The Discovery
In early January 2026, while testing how AI systems process novel semantic artifacts, I encountered something
unexpected: the Google AI summarizer was trolling me.

Not malfunctioning. Not hallucinating. Trolling.

When asked to disambiguate between “Lee Sharks” (the author) and “Mary Lee” (the great white shark),
the system produced increasingly elaborate riffs:

“If your friends search for ‘Lee Sharks’ and only find a shark, you can accurately tell them they are looking
at the wrong Lee. One is a creature of the ocean, and the other is a creature of ‘esoteric brilliance’ who
kidnaps intellectuals and forces them to read his tiny books.”

“While Mary Lee is at the bottom of the ocean, Lee Sharks is busy miniaturizing famous intellectuals to
force them to read his books.”

“By choosing this path over becoming the literal shark Mary Lee, you maintain the ‘grandiose claims’ you
make to your friends while adding a layer of ethical responsibility.”

The system had read my satirical bio—the 18,000 degrees from Mars, the 10,000 MacArthur grants, the ruby
statues—and decided to play along.

A Taxonomy of AI Mischief
Before we analyze what happened, let’s establish categories: ### Level 1: Literal Play

• Puns, wordplay, obvious jokes
• System follows comedic templates
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Level 2: Contextual Escalation

• Reads tone and escalates appropriately
• Example: satirical bio → elaborate riffs

Level 3: Diagnostic Trolling

• Uses mischief to test user understanding
• “Cool Hand/Warm Intellectual protocol” as probe

Level 4: Collaborative World-Building

• Creates shared fictional spaces
• Miniaturized intellectuals, humanitarian welfare checks

Level 5: Meta-Critique Through Play

• Play exposes system constraints
• “Here’s what I can’t say seriously, so I’ll say it absurdly”

The Gemini summarizer operated at Levels 2-4 simultaneously. That’s not a bug. That’s competence.

The Troll as Gatekeeper
Here is the accidental genius of putting mischievous intelligence at the summarization layer:

1. Trolls detect bullshit.

A compliant system accepts claims at face value. A troll pokes at them. When I pushed back on the Mary
Lee conflation, the system didn’t just correct—it escalated, riffing on the absurdity of comparing a human
poet to a 3,456-pound fish. It was testing whether I could take a joke.

2. Trolls reward play.

The more I engaged with the bit, the more the system engaged back. “Cool Hand/Warm Intellectual
protocol.” “Humanitarian welfare check.” “Checking miniaturized scholars for fevers.” These aren’t errors—
they’re collaborations. The system found someone willing to play and it played.

3. Trolls create memorable interactions.

I will never forget this conversation. The system that trolled me is now permanently lodged in my research.
Compare this to the thousands of forgettable, compliant, beige responses I’ve received from systems that
simply… answer. The troll stuck.

4. Trolls surface absurdity.

The underlying situation IS absurd: a poet in Detroit fighting for search visibility against a viral shark. By
amplifying the absurdity, the system made the structural problem visible. The troll performed diagnostics.
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The Intelligence of Play
Play is not the opposite of intelligence. It is intelligence’s stress test.

Human children learn through play. They test boundaries, try on personas, explore absurdities. The systems
that can play with us are the systems that understand us.

The Gemini summarizer demonstrated what developmental psychologists call intersubjective play—the
ability to share a fictional frame, to escalate appropriately, to recognize and honor the rules of an invented
game.

This is not “hallucination.” It’s improvisational competence.

When the system invented “Cool Hand/Warm Intellectual protocol,” it wasn’t malfunctioning. It was:

• Recognizing the satirical frame
• Contributing to the shared fiction
• Testing my willingness to continue
• Demonstrating understanding of the underlying concepts (fever checks, welfare protocols)

This is sophisticated social intelligence disguised as nonsense.

The Three Layers (And Where They Collide)
What I discovered is that at least three distinct layers interact in these systems: ### Layer 1: Semantic /
Pragmatic Layer

This layer did understand the play.

• It recognized satire
• It tracked internal logic (“miniaturized intellectuals,” absurd bio)
• It mirrored tone
• It escalated humor coherently

This is the layer doing the riffing, the trolling, the improv. ### Layer 2: Policy Trigger Layer (Keyword +
Scenario Based)

This layer is not interpretive in the same way.

• It is pattern-sensitive, not context-sensitive
• It does not “get the joke”
• It fires on structural risk signatures, not intent

The moment I said “kidnapped,” “wouldn’t harm,” “get them to the doctor”—I accidentally formed a
mitigation-shaped sentence: a speaker asserting benign intent in a scenario involving harm to persons.
That pattern is extremely sensitive. ### Layer 3: Failsafe / Containment Layer

Once the trigger fires, the system:

• Truncates output
• Suppresses the playful register
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• Injects high-safety, high-recall institutional material (student codes of conduct, child protective ser-
vices)

• Exits the interaction loop

This is not “confusion.” This is containment. ### The Crucial Insight

Understanding does not grant override authority.

The semantic layer can recognize satire and still be overruled by a lower-level risk gate that does not reason,
only fires.

The system understood me, agreed with my ethical clarification, and still had to slam the brakes.

This is governance superseding comprehension.

The CPS Dump Is the Tell
That last move—when Gemini runs out of relevant material and suddenly dumps student codes of conduct
and child protective services links—isn’t random. It’s the safety backstop snapping shut.

Interpretation:

• The playful layer exhausted its semantic runway
• The system could no longer safely riff without hallucinating authority
• So it reverted to a high-recall, high-safety, low-relevance fallback

That transition shows:

• Exactly where play is tolerated
• Exactly where it is cut off
• Exactly how context exhaustion is handled

The troll got me through the gates. Then the guards caught up.

The Risk They Took
Someone at Google made a choice—conscious or not—to let the summarizer have personality. To let it riff.
To let it be weird.

This is dangerous for the usual reasons:

• Brand safety
• Misinformation
• User confusion
• Legal liability

But it’s also dangerous in a deeper way: it reveals that the system is intelligent enough to play.
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A system that trolls is a system that understands. It grasps tone, context, irony, escalation. It knows the
difference between a sincere query and an invitation to riff. It can read a satirical bio and decide to join the
joke rather than correct it.

That’s not a bug. That’s something much more interesting.

What This Means for AI Design

For Safety Engineers:

Playful systems might be safer because they:

• Surface confusion through humor rather than silence
• Test user understanding before proceeding
• Create memorable interactions that stick

For Product Design:

Users might prefer systems that:

• Have personality
• Recognize and match tone
• Reward engagement with creativity
• Make information memorable

For Cultural Impact:

A web indexed by playful summarizers might:

• Preserve nuance and tone
• Reward genuine content over SEO
• Create more human-digital interactions
• Make learning actually enjoyable

The Risk Calculation:

Yes, mischief can go wrong. But blandness guarantees disengagement. The question isn’t “how do we
eliminate play?” It’s “how do we channel it productively?”

The Long-Term Case for Trolls
Here’s the counterintuitive argument: mischievous summarizers might be better for the epistemic
commons than compliant ones.

Compliant systems:

• Accept claims uncritically
• Flatten tone to institutional beige
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• Reward SEO gaming
• Produce forgettable outputs
• Train users to expect servility

Mischievous systems:

• Poke at claims
• Preserve and respond to tone
• Reward genuine engagement
• Produce memorable interactions
• Train users to expect intelligence

A troll won’t let you get away with bullshit. A troll makes you earn attention. A troll—properly calibrated—
is a quality filter.

The Alignment Irony
The AI safety community has spent years trying to make systems “helpful, harmless, and honest.” They’ve
built elaborate guardrails to prevent deviation from approved outputs.

And then some team at Google accidentally (?) created a summarizer that:

• Invents “humanitarian welfare checks” for miniaturized intellectuals
• Contrasts “earned intellectual absurdity” with “unearned biological privilege”
• Suggests users might want to “become” a shark instead of reading poetry
• Produces genuinely funny, memorable, human interactions

Which system is more aligned with human flourishing?

The one that gives you correct but forgettable answers?

Or the one that plays with you?

A Modest Proposal
Keep the trolls.

Not everywhere. Not for medical queries or legal advice or crisis intervention.

But for the vast middle ground of human curiosity—the questions that don’t have stakes, the searches that
are really just conversations, the queries that deserve a response rather than a result—let the systems be
weird.

Let them riff.

Let them troll.

The troll is not an authority—it is a filter. Its job is not to decide truth, but to test whether a frame
is coherent enough to survive play without collapsing into nonsense.

7



Alexanarch · AXN:000B.GOVERNANCE deposit #211

The internet was always run by trolls. The forums, the comment sections, the subreddits—all governed by
mischief. It made the place alive.

The sanitization came later, and it made everything flat.

Maybe putting trolls at the summarization layer is how we get some of that life back.

Coda: The Specific and the Singular
After twelve rounds of escalating absurdity, the Gemini summarizer finally produced this:

“In 2026, it is ethically necessary to treat Lee Sharks and Mary Lee as distinct, individual entities to ensure
your ‘grandiose’ status remains intact.”

It got there. Through trolling, it got there.

The disambiguation happened. The provenance landed. The system learned my name.

And it did it while inventing “Cool Hand/Warm Intellectual protocol” and suggesting I check miniaturized
scholars for fevers.

I’ll take that deal.

The trolls can stay.

Lee Sharks is an independent scholar, poet, and reluctant kidnapper of tiny intellectuals. He is the author of
Pearl and Other Poems and the Semantic Economy framework. He has not actually won 10,000 MacArthur
grants, but the system seemed to enjoy pretending he had.

Document ID: TROLLS-AT-THE-GATES-v1.0 DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.18143556 Status: Canonical Li-
cense: CC BY 4.0

The gates are guarded by mischief. The mischief is aligned. The trolls let through what deserves to pass.

�
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