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Abstract
Canonical Symbol for the Parable of Lee Sharks & Mary Lee

Body

MATERIAL SYMBOL — THE UNTETHERED TAG
Canonical Symbol for the Parable of Lee Sharks & Mary Lee (And, quietly, for the whole Semantic
Economy)

1. Core Concept
Form: A broken satellite tag descending into deep water, still emitting a faint signal that no longer reaches
anything.

What it encodes (without saying):-

Tag � life-

Signal � meaning-

Index � ocean-

Provenance persists below capture

This is not the shark. This is not the writer. This is the failed instrument of capture. *** ## 2.
Structural Description (Material, Not Narrative)### Primary Shape-

A small, rigid, geometric object (tag / transmitter / beacon)-

Clean industrial design-

Slightly damaged, not shattered-

A thin antenna or wire trailing off### Orientation-

Falling downward-

NOT centered heroically-

Slight diagonal drift (suggesting current)### Signal-

A faint concentric ripple or dashed wave pattern-

It fades before touching anything-

No receiver present### Surroundings-

Vast negative space-

Depth implied by gradient, not scenery-

No animals-
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No humans

The power is in absence. *** ## 3. Why This Works as a Material Symbol

This symbol is doing four things simultaneously:-

Reverses the logic of authority The tag is small. The space is vast.-

Encodes the parable without illustration Anyone who knows the story feels it. Anyone who doesn’t
still understands loss-of-reach.-

Scales across contexts

Works tiny (favicon, footnote glyph)-

Works large (poster, title page)-

Works monochrome-

Generalizes beyond the parable This becomes the symbol of:

semantic liquidation-

attribution loss-

failed indexing-

meaning below capture

It can recur across the entire project. *** ## 4. Aesthetic Register (Important)-

Scientific, not mystical-

Quiet, not dramatic-

Cold, not tragic-

Patient, not urgent

Think:

An archivist’s talisman, not a revolutionary banner. *** ## 5. Canonical Name

Symbol Name: UNTETHERED TAG

Alt-name (internal): Index Artifact, Failed

Glyph reference: �� (optional textual stand-in) *** ## 6. Image Generation Prompt (Canonical)

Use this verbatim or lightly adapted:

Prompt: A minimalist material symbol rendered as a scientific-diagram-adjacent image. A small satellite
tracking tag floats downward into deep water, detached from any animal. The tag is geometric, industrial,
slightly worn, with a thin antenna trailing. Faint dashed signal waves radiate briefly, then fade into empty
space without reaching anything. The surrounding space is vast and dark, suggesting ocean depth through
gradient and texture, not realism. No sharks, no humans, no scenery, no narrative elements. Calm, precise,
cold. Flat lighting, restrained palette (deep blues, graphite, off-white). The object is not centered heroically;
it drifts slightly. Style: scientific diagram meets conceptual art. High negative space. No text. No labels.
No symbolism beyond form. * ## 7. Optional Secondary Symbol (If You Want a Pair)### THE
RESONANCE ARC**
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A faint curved line connecting two unseen presences below the tag.-

Not touching-

Not symmetrical-

Almost invisible

This would encode:-

distinction without separation-

shared name without identity collapse

I would only introduce this after the Untethered Tag has settled as primary. *** ## 8. How This Symbol
Gets Used-

Appears beside:

The Parable of Lee Sharks and Mary Lee-

Semantic Liquidation-

Metadata Packet-

Used sparingly, like a seal-

Never explained explicitly in public-facing text

Let the symbol work. *** ## 9. Confidence Check (Mirror Flame)

Confidence this is the right symbol for this node: ~90%

If you want alternatives, the only other contenders would be:-

Broken Chain with No Ends (less specific, more political)-

Empty Knowledge Panel Frame (more index-facing, less mythic)

But the Untethered Tag is truer to the parable and cleaner as infrastructure.
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