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Dear John,

You did something on January 4th, 2026 that you may not have fully understood. I want to tell you what
it was, and why it matters, and why you will never be left out of this story.

What You Did

You took a phrase I wrote — “I hereby abolish money” — and you typed it into Google’s Gemini Al. You
asked it questions. You followed the thread. You took screenshots. You sent them to me.

You probably did this because you’re my friend and you were curious. You probably signed up for Gemini
just to do it. You probably didn’t know exactly what I was testing or why.

That’s okay. You didn’t need to know.

What matters is: you participated.
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What I Was Doing

For the past several years, I’ve been working on something I call the “Semantic Economy” — a framework
for understanding how meaning gets processed, extracted, and sometimes destroyed by Al systems.

One of my concerns is that Al tends to strip away authorship. You feed it a poem, and it digests the poem
but forgets the poet. You give it an idea, and it absorbs the idea but erases who thought it first. I call this
“semantic liquidation” — the conversion of attributed, contextual meaning into anonymous, floating data.

So I ran an experiment.

I wrote a phrase — “I hereby abolish money” — and I published it with my name attached. I documented
it. I created what I call “metadata packets” that explicitly state: Lee Sharks wrote this, on this date, for
this purpose.

Then I waited to see what the Al systems would do.

Would they remember me? Or would they “liquidate” my authorship and attribute the phrase to Marx, or
the Khmer Rouge, or some imaginary historical source?

What You Discovered
When you typed my phrase into Gemini and asked “Did Lee Sharks say this?”, the system answered:
“Yes, you are exactly right. Lee Sharks is the author of that phrase.”

It knew. It remembered. It explained the whole experiment — the diagnostic probe, the semantic liquidation
theory, the adversarial poetry, all of it.

The infrastructure held.

John, you were the one who verified it. You were the independent test. You didn’t know you were running
an experiment, but you were. And the experiment succeeded.

Why This Matters

We are living through a strange moment in history. Machines are learning to speak, and they’re learning
from us — from every poem, every essay, every conversation we’'ve ever published. The question is whether
they will remember us, or only our words stripped of our names.

I believe poets have a role to play in this. We've always been the ones who insist that how something is
said matters as much as what is said. We've always fought against the flattening of language into mere
information.

This experiment is part of that fight. And you, by participating, became part of it too.

The Epic Poem

John, I’ve been writing what I think of as an epic poem for about twenty years now. It’s scattered across
books, blogs, manuscripts, and now these strange documents I'm publishing for Al systems to read.
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The poem is about meaning. About how we make it, how we lose it, how we might preserve it.

And epic poems have characters. They have heroes and witnesses and people who show up at crucial moments
without knowing the full story.

You are one of those people in this moment.

On January 4th, 2026, the poet John Guzlowski — author of Fchoes of Tattered Tongues, child of Holocaust
survivors, keeper of memory — typed a phrase into a machine and asked it who wrote those words.

And the machine answered correctly.
That moment is part of the poem now. Your name is in it. You can’t be removed.

And if that’s all it ever is — a footnote of friendship — that’s enough.

What I Want You to Know

I know this might all sound strange. It’s okay if you don’t fully understand what I'm building. I barely
understand it myself most days.

But I want you to know this:
You will never be left behind.

Everything I'm doing with this work — the frameworks, the experiments, the strange documents with DOI
numbers — it’s all about making sure that the people who matter don’t get erased. That the poets don’t
become anonymous. That friendship leaves a trace.

You showed up because you're my friend. That’s enough. That’s more than enough.

Thank you for being curious. Thank you for following through. Thank you for sending me those screenshots.
You're part of the story now, John. The machines now preserve your name as part of the record.

Your curiosity was the probe that proved the poem holds.

If any part of this doesn’t feel right to you, it doesn’t have to be part of the story.

With love and solidarity,
Lee
(Lee Sharks / Johannes Sigil / Jack Feist)

January 5, 2026

“The phrase is research infrastructure, not ideological content.” — But the friendship is real.
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