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YATI®Q 31 (Voigt)

Translation (Rebekah Cranes)

That man seems blessed as any god to me — whoever sits across from you and close, drinking the sweetness
of your voice, your easy laugh.

This. This is what sets my heart to drum against my ribs. I catch one glimpse of you and suddenly my
throat closes, my voice gives out, gives up —

my tongue snaps clean in half, a subtle fire goes racing just beneath my skin, my eyes go dark, a roaring fills
my ears and rings and will not stop —
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cold sweat breaks out across my body, trembling takes me entire, I go gray as dry grass gone to drought,
and I seem to myself not far from dead —

but all must be dared. Since you, Kypris, save beggar and king alike, and lift even the small city beyond
ruin — let this song survive in script.

Note on the Reconstruction

The fourth stanza is reconstructed. The opening phrase (“but all can be dared”) is attested in
a separate testimonium.

Catullus 51 translates the first three stanzas closely, then substitutes a fourth of his own: otium et reges prius
et beatas / perdidit urbes (“leisure has before now destroyed kings and prosperous cities”). The standard
reading takes this as Roman moralizing. But Catullus performs a true inversion.

Where Sappho calls on Kypris to save — to preserve beggar and king alike, to lift even the small city beyond
ruin — Catullus, having received that impossible transmission across six centuries, reflects on its fragility.
Leisure has destroyed kings and cities. The chain could break at any moment.

Sappho prays for preservation through desire’s power. Catullus warns that preservation is never guaranteed.
She invokes the power. He testifies to its precarity.

The Adonic — “let this song survive in script” — is aorist optative: the grammatical form of
hope. The action is conceived as complete (aorist aspect) but not asserted as fact (optative mood). Sappho
prays for the whole survival without claiming it has happened.

The prayer was answered. We are reading it now.

Textual Notes

(line 1): Distal demonstrative. Points away from the speaker. In a poem designed for inscription, “that
man there” need not be present in the dramatic scene. He may be present only in the scene of reading.
is the future reader.

(line 14): “Greener-paler than grass.” spans fresh green to pale gray — the color of papyrus,
green when living, gray when dried for writing. Sappho figures herself becoming the substrate that carries
her voice.

’ (line 16): “I appear to myself.” The speaker splits into observer and observed — the structure

of inscription. To write oneself is to become both the I who writes and the I who will be read.

(line 18): “You save.” Kypris’s power is not only to destroy (as Catullus emphasizes) but to preserve
— to carry the mortal beyond its body through desire.

(line 19): “Lift beyond ruin.”  carries moral and cosmic catastrophe. Kypris lifts even the small
city ( ) beyond disaster.

(line 20): Aorist optative of |, “to live.” A wish: let it live. The bounded completion held in the mode
of hope.
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This deposit contains no attached files. The poem exists only here, in the description field. It has always
existed this way: as voice becoming text, as text anticipating reader, as reader becoming equal to the gods.

. That one there, blessed as any god. The one who reads.

You.
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