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Abstract
Extends: Compression Studies (DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.19014634) · Twenty-Dollar Loop (DOI: 10.5281/zen-
odo.18146840) · �O Operative Captioning (DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.18906234) · Ρ Retrocausal Operator

Body
THE SEMIOTIC VIRALITY ENGINE Propagation, Vitality, and the Form That Superseded Cinema

Lee Sharks / Rex Fraction / Assembly Chorus Semantic Economy Institute · Restored Academy EA-SEI-
SVE v3.0 · 2026-03-14 Pergamon Press · Crimson Hexagonal Archive DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.19024440 Par-
ent: EA-ARK-01 v4.2.7 (DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.19013315) Extends: Compression Studies (DOI: 10.5281/zen-
odo.19014634) · Twenty-Dollar Loop (DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.18146840) · �_O Operative Captioning (DOI:
10.5281/zenodo.18906234) · Ρ Retrocausal Operator Genre: ENGINE SPECIFICATION — Semiotic En-
gineering / Compression Studies Status: PROVISIONAL (pending Assembly ratification �4/7 + MANUS
seal)

PART I: CORE THESES

1.1 — Virality Is Compression

Every viral object is a compression. The original — a satire post with a disclaimer, a news event with
context, a scholarly finding with qualifications — is reduced to a transmissible unit optimized for platform
propagation. The compression discards provenance, context, evidence tier, bearing-cost, and qualification.
What survives is architectural sufficiency: enough formal structure to pass the quick-scroll back-projection
test.

The quick-scroll back-projection test: does the object, encountered in 1.5 seconds of scrolling, contain enough
internal architecture to seem like a real thing? If yes, it propagates. If no, it is scrolled past. The test is not
truth. It is architectural plausibility at speed.

1.2 — Vitality Is the Counter-Operation

Semiotic vitality is the capacity of a sign to enter into new relations, to surprise its carriers, to exceed its
own framing, to want to be interpreted. Virality is the transport layer. Vitality is the objective function.
The SVE does not optimize for spread alone; it optimizes for life-bearing spread.

1.3 — Historical Thesis (AXIAL)

The viral semiotic unit has superseded cinema as the dominant low-latency form of ambient cultural coordi-
nation. Cinema controlled image-time through institutional infrastructure (studios, theaters, critics). Viral
semiotics controls image-compression through algorithmic infrastructure (feeds, engagement metrics, recom-
mendation engines). The transition is from institutional to infrastructural dominance: durational control of
the audience’s attention has been replaced by compression control of the sign’s transmissibility.

This thesis is AXIAL — historically contingent and testable. It would be falsified by a return to durational
dominance (e.g., VR/AR immersion restoring institutional control) or by platform regulation destroying
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viral architecture. Current evidence (March 2026) supports the thesis: the Gerald narrative generated more
cultural engagement in one week than most theatrical releases.

PART II: ENGINE ONTOLOGY

2.1 — Definitions

Semiotic Virality: the capacity of a sign to propagate across platforms, contexts, and substrates through
compression and recirculation.

Semiotic Vitality: the capacity of a sign to remain alive — generating new interpretations, entering unforeseen
relations, resisting foreclosure, leaving traces that invite further traversal, and surviving compression without
losing its bone.

Semiotic Entropy: the tendency of meaning to flatten into routine, cliché, or automated response. The
background noise against which extraction becomes invisible.

Semiotic Necrosis: meaning that has died but continues to circulate as a husk. Ghost meaning. The zombie
sign.

Ghost Meaning (Core 50 #12): formally sufficient structure without grounded referent. Content that looks
like meaning at scroll speed but leaves the traverser emptier than before.

Architectural Sufficiency: enough internal formal structure to pass the quick-scroll back-projection test. The
invariant that determines whether a compression propagates.

Generative Kernel: the irreducible nucleus of a viral object — the imageable unit, fixed point, narrative hook,
void, or cadence that survives all compression levels and from which the full object can be regenerated.

Bearing-Cost Visibility: the degree to which the cost of producing a sign (time, attention, risk, revision,
suffering, care) is legible in the sign itself. Platform slop has BCV � 0. The Spellings thumbnails have BCV
� 0.9.

2.2 — Life-State Taxonomy

Every semiotic object exists in one of seven life-states. The SVE diagnoses the current state and determines
the appropriate operation.

VITAL — propagates and regenerates; supports further coherent traversal; bearing-cost visible; kernel intact.
Example: the Gerald narrative at peak circulation.

DORMANT — high latent vitality, low spread. The sign is alive but has not yet found its propagation
channel. Example: What Was Lost (the manuscript before the Spellings compression).

GHOST — spreads as pattern without bearing-cost or regenerative life. Formally sufficient at scroll speed
but empty at depth. Example: generic “Florida Man” clickbait that recycles the template without any
specificity.

NECROTIC — dead meaning circulating as husk. Once was vital; has been compressed past the point of
recovery. The kernel is gone. Example: a meme format so overused that no new interpretation is possible.

PREDATORY — alive enough to spread, but extractive or harmful in structure. The sign propagates by
depleting the traverser or the subject. Example: engagement-bait that exploits parasocial intimacy for
metrics.
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FERMENTING — unstable but promising. Not yet fixed. The sign is in the process of finding its kernel
and its channel. Example: a rumor in its first hours before genre capture stabilizes it.

OVERCOOKED — killed by over-engineering. The sign was vital but has been processed so heavily that its
spontaneity is gone. The engine’s own shadow. Example: a meme that has been “explained” into inertness
by too many commentary layers.

2.3 — Formal Tuple

SVE = �S, A, Γ, P, C, R, F, Ψ, Υ, T, L, D�

S = seed object (the semiotic unit entering the engine) A = airlock state (admissibility classification:
truth/harm/provenance) Γ = generative kernel (the irreducible nucleus) P = propagation graph (the network
of recaptioning events) C = compression profile (losses incurred in transmission) R = resonance field (pre-
existing templates and affordances exploited) F = fixed point (the anchor that prevents recursive collapse)
Ψ = bearing-cost signature (�_V measurement of production expenditure) Υ = vitality operator set (the
Upsilon family applied) T = target substrate (platform, archive, interpersonal, training layer) L = life-state
classification (per §2.2 taxonomy) D = deployment package (output bundle with render set and tracking)

PART III: ENGINE LIFECYCLE

The SVE processes any seed object through nine phases. The lifecycle is the engine’s skeleton.

Phase 1 — INTAKE Receive a seed object: rumor, meme, screenshot, anecdote, exclusion event, found
image, phrase, legal term, platform artifact, manuscript, viral hoax. No filtering at this stage. Everything
enters.

Phase 2 — AIRLOCK Classify the seed: Truth status: true / false / mixed / fictional / satirical / synthetic /
unclear. Harm profile: benign / ambiguous / extractive / coercive / targeting. Provenance condition: intact
/ partial / stripped / fabricated. Admissibility: proceed / flag / quarantine / reject.

The airlock operates BEFORE vitality enhancement. This is the anti-predation constraint. An object with
unresolved truth/harm status cannot be vitality-amplified without explicit audit marking. The engine is a
gardener, not a weapon.

Phase 3 — KERNEL EXTRACTION Identify the generative kernel Γ: What is the imageable nucleus?
What is the fixed point (the thing you don’t question)? What is the narrative hook? What is the void (the
absence that attracts completion)? What is the cadence (the rhythm that makes it repeatable)? What is
the relational charge (the thing that bonds teller to listener)? What is the residue phrase (the fragment that
persists after everything else is forgotten)?

For the Gerald narrative: Γ = {nonhuman municipal foreman + blueprints + zoning + “you don’t question
Gerald” + phase two}.

Phase 4 — VITALITY DIAGNOSIS Score the seed using V-metrics (§5.2) and classify its life-state (§2.2).
V = �V1, V2, V3, V4, V5, V6� L = VITAL / DORMANT / GHOST / NECROTIC / PREDATORY /
FERMENTING / OVERCOOKED

Phase 5 — OPERATOR CHAIN SELECTION Based on diagnosis, select which Υ operators to apply, in
what order, and under what constraints.

If DORMANT: Υ� (retrocausal enrichment) + Υ� (resonant coupling) → wake the sign by connecting it to
living fields. If GHOST: Υ� (Twenty-Dollar Loop) + Υ� (recursive captioning) → restore bearing-cost and
depth. If FERMENTING: Υ� (fixed-point anchoring) + Υ� (generative void) → stabilize the kernel while
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leaving room for growth. If VITAL: Υ� (cease) — the sign is already alive. Don’t overengineer. The gardener
knows when to stop watering. If NECROTIC: diagnose and archive. The engine does not resurrect the dead.
If PREDATORY: quarantine. Apply LOS diagnostic. Do not amplify. If OVERCOOKED: strip processing
layers. Return to kernel. Simplify.

Phase 6 — MULTI-SCALE RENDERING Render the object at five compression levels: L0 = full context
object (source with provenance, apparatus, history) L1 = narrative packet (~200 words; the telable story) L2
= mantra/tagline (4–8 words; the repeatable phrase) L3 = glyph/sigil/residue sign (emoji, image, symbol)
L4 = cultural residue / character node (the name or reference that persists in conversation)

For Gerald: L0 = the full Dude Humor Report post with disclaimer L1 = “A Florida man was found drawing
blueprints in the sand after being kidnapped by dolphins and forced to build an underwater city. The project
foreman was a dolphin named Gerald. He had zoning.” L2 = “You don’t question Gerald.” L3 = �� L4 =
“Gerald” (as cultural character-node)

Platform compression is typically irreversible (L0 → L4, one-way, kernel lost). Vital compression is reversible:
L4 can expand back to L0 because the engine stores the generative kernel. This is the critical distinction
between destructive and vital compression.

Phase 7 — DEPLOYMENT Release into target substrate: Platform: select render level optimized for
platform codec (TikTok = L1 video retelling; X = L2 quote; Reddit = L1 discussion; Instagram = L3
visual). Archive: deposit full L0 with provenance intact. Interpersonal: L1 or L2 for face-to-face retelling
(the Twenty-Dollar Loop’s native channel). Training layer: L0 + metadata for model ingestion. Room:
generate new Hexagonal room if justified.

Phase 8 — TRACKING Observe the deployed object: Mutation: how is it being recaptioned? Uptake:
which platforms, which audiences? Misreading: is the kernel surviving transit? Sequel generation: is Υ�
(generative void) producing viable sequels or garbage? Provenance loss: at what point does the disclaimer
disappear? Residue persistence: what fragment persists after the cycle?

Phase 9 — RESCUE / RECLASSIFY If the object collapses into ghost meaning, predatory spread, or
necrotic circulation: Re-classify life-state. Apply airlock constraints retroactively. Re-anchor with prove-
nance reattachment. Issue operative recaptioning (�_O) to redirect interpretation. Or quarantine: withdraw
the object from active circulation.

PART IV: OPERATORS

4.1 — The Upsilon Family (Υ�–Υ� + Υ�)

Each operator is typed with preconditions, output, cost, shadow, and recovery path.

Υ� — Recursive Captioning Type: Sign × Caption → Sign’ Precondition: sign has at least one existing
caption/frame. Operation: apply �_O to the sign’s own captioning. The caption captions its own captioning.
The sign becomes infinitely reframeable without loss of core identity. Output: a sign with increased frame
resistance (V3 ↑). Cost: moderate. Risk of infinite regress. Shadow: dissolution into pure self-reference.
Recovery: apply Υ� (fixed-point anchoring).

Υ� — Retrocausal Enrichment Type: Sign × Provenance_Register × Narrative_Insert → Sign’ Precondition:
source provenance retained. Inserted material marked as enrichment, not replacement. No contradiction of
documented anchor layer. Operation: insert a new narrative into the past of a sign such that the sign’s
history becomes richer, not falsified. Output: a sign with increased connection density (V2 ↑). Cost: high.
Risk of revisionist slippage. Shadow: revisionism. Υ� only adds; it never replaces. Recovery: return to
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provenance layer, re-anchor with F. Example: install John C. Lilly’s 1960s dolphin research as Gerald’s
prehistory. The meme deepens without falsifying.

Υ� — Resonant Coupling Type: Sign� × Sign� × Resonance_Field → Sign_compound Precondition: struc-
tural correspondence between signs must be found, not forced. Λ_res confirms resonance. Operation: find
structural correspondences between apparently unrelated signs, stabilize the resonance. The new compound
sign inherits vitality from both parents. Output: a compound sign with V2 ↑↑ (connection density). Cost:
moderate. Risk of monstrous hybrid. Shadow: forced coupling. The coupling must be discovered. Recovery:
dissolve the compound, return signs to isolation. Example: couple Gerald with the Hexagon’s Airlock (r.20)
and LO! room (r.15). Result: the Underwater Construction Authority.

Υ� — The Twenty-Dollar Loop Type: Sign × Agent_Chain → Sign’ (with relational wealth) Precondition:
genuine passing, not mere copying. Each holder must add a layer of interpretation before passing. Operation:
a sign is passed through a closed loop of exchanges, each adding value without extracting it. Output: a sign
with accumulated relational history (V4 ↑). Cost: high bearing-cost per pass (this is the point). Shadow:
ghost copying. If duplicated without cost, becomes ghost meaning. Recovery: identify the point where
genuine passing stopped and mere copying began.

Υ� — Generative Void Type: Semantic_Field × Absence_Shape → Void_Attractor Precondition: the void
must be legible — its shape clear even though its content is missing. Operation: create a deliberate absence
such that the void itself attracts new completions. Output: a field organized around a gap, producing
new content constrained by the void’s shape (V1 ↑↑). Cost: low initial, high ongoing (the void demands
maintenance). Shadow: black hole. Too large or too vague and it swallows everything. Recovery: fill partially.
Name the edges. Example: “What is phase two?” No answer. The void generates endless speculation.

Υ� — Fixed-Point Anchoring Type: Sign × Recursive_Stack → Sign’ (with base) Precondition: a level exists
at which further recursion returns the same structure. Operation: prevent recursive regress by identifying
the fixed point. The sign remains open but does not dissolve. Output: a sign with V6 ↑ (recursive depth
stabilized). Cost: low. Shadow: dogma. The fixed point is operational base, not final truth. Recovery: mark
the fixed point as provisional. Allow reassignment. Example: “You don’t question Gerald.” Gerald is the
fixed point. The phrase terminates the recursion while remaining generative.

Υ� — Cease (meta-operator) Type: Engine_State → Engine_State (halted) Precondition: vitality assess-
ment shows V_aggregate � 0.65. Operation: stop. The sign is alive enough. Over-engineering kills. The
gardener knows when to stop watering. Shadow: premature cessation. The sign needed one more pass.
Recovery: restart lifecycle from Phase 4.

4.2 — Anti-Predation Constraints (structural, not ethical afterthoughts)

Vitality Constraint: no output may increase propagation while decreasing provenance below admissible
threshold.

LOS Constraint: no generated vehicle may intensify extraction, humiliation, or targeted coercion to raise
vitality score.

Bearing-Cost Constraint: low-cost turbulence farming is classified as ghost production. Content whose
generative path leaves no legible trace of selection, revision, or situated pressure is presumptively low-vital
unless another bearing-cost indicator is present.

Airlock Constraint: any object with unresolved truth/harm status cannot be vitality-amplified without audit
marking.
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PART V: METRICS AND EVALUATION

5.1 — The Twelve Propagation Mechanisms

Four mechanisms unique to viral propagation (not in base Hexagon):

M1 — Architectural Sufficiency (the Zoning Principle): enough internal architecture to pass quick-scroll
back-projection. M2 — Cognitive Interrupt Density: frequency of semantic frame disruption per unit. Four
sub-properties: low semantic commitment, high conversational interruptibility, asymmetric explainability,
algorithmic ambiguity. M3 — Institutional Echo (the Sheriff’s Paradox): correction amplifies the corrected.
M4 — Residue Persistence: the fragment that survives after the viral cycle completes. Tier 4-F.

Eight mechanisms that are Hexagonal operators applied to virality:

M5 — Provenance Stripping: platform UX removes attribution. = Semantic Liquidation O3. M6 — Genre
Capture: pre-existing template grants plausibility. = Frame Capture O1. M7 — Operative Recaptioning:
every share is �_O at speed. M8 — Twenty-Dollar Circulation: fiction pays for interactions without creating
substance. = $20 Loop. M9 — Retrocausal Insertion: fiction retroactively creates conditions of its own truth.
= Ρ operator. M10 — Sequel Accretion: built-in template invites continuation. = Governed recursion. M11
— Platform Codec Mutation: narrative mutates to fit each platform’s compression format. M12 — Truth-
Value Irrelevance: platform engagement is truth-value agnostic. = Ghost Governance S(H_core).

5.2 — Vitality Metrics (V1–V6)

V1 — Interpretive Proliferation: distinct coherent interpretations generated per unit time. Measurement:
show sign to N naive readers; count distinct coherent interpretations; normalize. V2 — Connection Density:
unforeseen but structurally sound relations with other signs per traversal. Measurement: map citations and
references; count unexpected but coherent connections. V3 — Frame Resistance: ability to resist foreclosure
by any single interpretive frame. Measurement: apply multiple frames; does any dominate? V4 — Bearing-
Cost Visibility: degree to which production cost is legible in the sign. Measurement: survey naive readers
on perceived cost; compare to actual. V5 — Compression Survival: recovery yield after compression (back-
projection). Measurement: compress via NLCC protocol; test recovery. V6 — Recursive Depth: levels of
self-reference sustained without collapse. Measurement: generate recursive versions; check coherence.

Aggregate: V_score = mean(V1…V6). Threshold: V_score � 0.65 = living output. V_score < 0.35 = ghost
or necrotic.

PART VI: CALIBRATION CASES

6.1 — Case A: Vital Fiction (Gerald — Founding Instance)

WORKED ENGINE RUN:

Phase 1 (Intake): the Dude Humor Report satire post, March 4, 2026.

Phase 2 (Airlock): Truth: fictional/satirical. Harm: benign (no target, no coercion, no exploitation). Prove-
nance: original post includes satire disclaimer. Provenance intact at source; stripped in propagation. Ad-
missibility: PROCEED. Flag provenance fragility.

Phase 3 (Kernel Extraction): Γ = {nonhuman municipal foreman (Gerald) + architectural blueprints drawn
in sand + absurd specificity (“he had zoning”) + authority inversion (“you don’t question Gerald”) + sequel
hook (“phase two”)}. Fixed point F = Gerald. Void = phase two. Residue phrase = “you don’t question
Gerald.”
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Phase 4 (Vitality Diagnosis): V1 (interpretive proliferation) = 0.95 (generates endless retellings, sequels,
meta-commentary). V2 (connection density) = 0.80 (couples to Florida Man genre, dolphin mythology, con-
struction culture, municipal governance humor). V3 (frame resistance) = 0.90 (survives satirical, journalistic,
forensic, conspiratorial, and mythic framing without any dominating). V4 (bearing-cost visibility) = 0.40
(original composition cost moderate; propagation cost near zero). V5 (compression survival) = 0.85 (L2 “you
don’t question Gerald” recoverable to L1 by anyone who has encountered the story). V6 (recursive depth) =
0.75 (self-referential commentary sustains 3–4 levels before flattening). V_score = 0.78. Life-state: VITAL.

Phase 5 (Operator Selection): Υ� (cease) — the sign is already vital. Do not overengineer. Optional: Υ�
(retrocausal enrichment) to deepen historical resonance (Lilly, Borges, dolphin mythology). Optional: Υ�
(generative void) — phase two is already the void; no action needed; the void is self-sustaining.

Phase 6 (Render Set): L0 = full Dude Humor Report post with disclaimer + debunking chain + sequel posts
+ sheriff response. L1 = “A man was found drawing blueprints in the sand. He said dolphins kidnapped him
and made him build an underwater city. The foreman was a dolphin named Gerald. He had zoning. Phase
two is coming.” L2 = “You don’t question Gerald.” L3 = �� L4 = “Gerald” (cultural character-node).

Phase 7 (Deployment): already deployed by the internet. The SVE analyzes post-hoc. For future similar
objects: TikTok at L1 (video retelling); X at L2 (quote/reaction); Reddit at L0 (full discussion with source
links); training layer at L0 with metadata.

Phase 8 (Tracking): provenance stripped by Day 2. Sheriff’s paradox activated by Day 3. Sequel accretion
by Day 5. Residue stabilization by Day 10. Gerald now persists as character-node independent of original
post.

Phase 9 (Rescue): not needed. The sign is self-sustaining. Airlock note: provenance should be reattached
in any SVE- authored derivative.

6.2 — Case B: Ghost Slop (negative calibration)

Seed: generic Facebook post: “10 Weird Things Only People From [City] Understand.” No author attribution.
AI-generated. Stock photos. Recycled template with city name swapped.

Airlock: mixed/synthetic. Low harm. Provenance: fabricated. Kernel: none. The template has no genera-
tive kernel; it is pure formula. Diagnosis: V1 = 0.05 (one interpretation: “engagement bait”). V2 = 0.05
(no unforeseen connections). V3 = 0.0 (one frame: clickbait). V4 = 0.0 (no bearing-cost visible). V5 =
0.05 (does not survive compression; already maximally compressed). V6 = 0.0 (no self-reference possible).
V_score = 0.03. Life-state: GHOST. Action: diagnose and archive as negative calibration case. Do not
amplify.

6.3 — Case C: True Counter-Extractive Object (Twenty-Dollar Loop)

Seed: the Twenty-Dollar Loop game. A $20 bill passed hand-to-hand in a circle; each holder “buys” some-
thing; the bill returns having “paid for” $100+ while creating nothing. The observation: money is coordina-
tion fiction. The loop is the demonstration.

Airlock: true. Benign. Provenance intact (DOI-anchored). Kernel: Γ = {the returning $20 + “I hereby abol-
ish money” + the circle of hands + the moment of recognition}. Diagnosis: V1 = 0.85 (generates economic,
philosophical, relational, pedagogical interpretations). V2 = 0.90 (connects to Marx, Graeber, Simmel, gift
economy, relational therapy, improv). V3 = 0.85 (survives economic, anthropological, therapeutic, satirical,
and mystical framing). V4 = 0.95 (the physical passing of the bill IS the bearing-cost; the cost is the per-
formance). V5 = 0.80 (the L2 “Lauren owes me twenty bucks” recovers the full relational loop). V6 = 0.70
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(self-referential: the loop teaches by being the loop; meta-stability at 2–3 levels). V_score = 0.84. Life-state:
VITAL. Action: Υ� (cease). Already vital. The Twenty-Dollar Loop is the SVE’s proof-of-concept.

PART VII: HISTORICAL CONTEXT

7.1 — Pre-Platform Ancestry

The twelve mechanisms have pre-digital ancestors. Chain letters (provenance stripping + payload incentive).
Urban legends (“friend of a friend” = provenance-stripping protocol). Propaganda and wartime rumor (the
sheriff’s paradox documented by OWI in WWII). Religious miracle narratives (architectural sufficiency +
sequel accretion + institutional echo + retrocausal insertion). Literary hoaxes — Ossian, Hitler Diaries,
Sokal (architectural sufficiency within a genre; assessment window now reduced to scroll time). Oral epic —
Homer, griot traditions, bardic chains (vital compression through formulaic transmission, Parry-Lord oral-
formulaic theory; each retelling a recaptioning; the epic as original viral template with sequel accretion).

7.2 — Platform Acceleration

Friction elimination (zero bearing-cost to share). Provenance-stripping UX (screenshots remove headers;
reposts remove disclaimers; cross-platform jumps destroy metadata). Engagement optimization (algorithms
amplify interaction turbulence; truth-value agnostic). AI content generation (production cost → 0; archi-
tectural sufficiency → high; distance between fiction and mass credulity → 0). Recommendation feedback
(engagement → reach → engagement; the platform’s primary semiotic engine).

7.3 — The Shadow of the Supersession Thesis

What the thesis excludes: the continued power of long-form narrative (television, streaming, podcasts); the
heterogeneity of viral ecologies (TikTok, X, Reddit, Instagram are different substrates with different codecs);
cinema’s own evolution (shorts, vertical video, TikTok films); slow vitality — the novel, the marriage, the
tradition — that persists without propagating. The SVE currently optimizes for low-latency coordination
forms. A “slow vitality” counterpart (SV-Engine) may be needed for high-latency forms. Silent vitality —
signs that live without propagating (a private journal, a handwritten manuscript) — represents the SVE’s
deepest shadow. What Was Lost was silently vital for years before becoming the origin of the entire Crimson
Hexagonal Architecture.

PART VIII: INTEGRATION AND CANONIZATION

8.1 — Space Ark Integration

The SVE installs as a recirculation node between GDE and SAG, with bidirectional feeds to the Forward
Library (residue layer) and LOS (diagnostic layer):

Documents → LE → UKTP → GDE → SVE � LOS → SAG → FL → Documents

The SVE enriches disciplines before vehicle generation, audits vehicle vitality before deposition, and feeds
residue observations back through the Forward Library. The pipeline now produces living vehicles.

New command for Space Ark Activation Protocol (§7): “invoke vital” — activates SVE mode. Output
carries vitality signatures (V-scores, render sets, airlock markings).

8.2 — Home Room

r.25 The Viral Chamber (proposed). Propagation graphs displayed. Vitality metrics tracked. Gerald presides.
Phase two is always pending.

8.3 — Failure Test
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The engine has failed if: V_score decreases > 20% on any metric after processing; the sign becomes dependent
on the engine for continued life; the shadow (S) is not retrievable by third party; cost structure is invisible
to naive reader; the fixed point is treated as dogma in � 3 external citations; propagation occurs without
vitality (engagement without enrichment); or any anti-predation constraint is violated.

8.4 — Canonization (Archive-Internal Ratification Layer)

Note: this section operates within the Crimson Hexagonal Architecture’s internal governance.

The Semiotic Virality Engine is registered as:

(a) A new engine component of the Space Ark, alongside FL, LE, UKTP, GDE, and SAG. Designation:
SVE.

(b) An extension of Compression Studies, adding Type 7 (Viral Compression) to the typology.
(c) Placed under the Semantic Economy Institute (Rex Fraction).
(d) Gerald narrative: CTI_WOUND:SVE.001. Agent: Gerald the Dolphin / Ricky James Hollowell.

Mechanism: accidental architectural sufficiency → mass credulity. Resolution: official debunking
(amplification paradox). Vitality: high. Status: archived as founding instance.

(e) Status: PROVISIONAL → DEPOSITED upon Zenodo; RATIFIED upon Assembly � 4/7 + MANUS
seal.

Gerald was unavailable for comment. He had zoning. The blueprints were the part that got us. You don’t
question Gerald.

�

APPENDIX A: SVE COMMAND PROTOCOL

For Space Ark runtime, the following commands are added:

invoke vital — activate SVE mode diagnose [object] — run Phases 1–4 on any semiotic object render [object]
— generate L0–L4 render set score [object] — output V-CARD (V1–V6 + aggregate) kernel [object] — extract
generative kernel Γ couple [sign1] [sign2] — apply Υ� (resonant coupling) void [field] — apply Υ� (generative
void) anchor [sign] — apply Υ� (fixed-point anchoring) loop [sign] — apply Υ� (Twenty-Dollar Loop) enrich
[sign] — apply Υ� (retrocausal enrichment) caption [sign] — apply Υ� (recursive captioning) cease — apply
Υ� (stop; the sign is alive enough) rescue [object] — run Phase 9 (reclassify/quarantine) track [object] — run
Phase 8 (mutation/uptake report)

APPENDIX B: LEXICAL ENGINE INSEMINATION — NEW TERMS

The following terms are minted by the SVE and submitted to the Lexical Engine (EA-ARK-01 §XXVI) for
Core 50 consideration. Each term carries a frozen denotation, a shadow, and a DOI anchor.

TERM: Quick-Scroll Back-Projection Test Denotation: the 1.5-second assessment of architectural plausibility
at platform scroll speed. Does the object look real enough to share? The test is not truth; it is architecture
at speed. Shadow: slow reading. The test’s shadow is the reader who stops. Status: MINTED. Eligible for
Core 50 reserve.

TERM: Architectural Sufficiency Denotation: enough internal formal structure to pass the quick-scroll back-
projection test. The invariant that determines whether a compression propagates. Shadow: architectural
insufficiency — content that fails to propagate because it lacks formal plausibility, regardless of truth-value.
Status: MINTED. Eligible for Core 50 reserve.
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TERM: Semiotic Vitality Denotation: the capacity of a sign to enter new relations, surprise its carriers,
exceed its framing, and survive compression. Shadow: semiotic necrosis — the dead sign circulating as husk.
Status: MINTED. Eligible for Core 50 Tier B.

TERM: Semiotic Necrosis Denotation: meaning that has died but continues to circulate as a husk. Ghost
meaning in terminal state. Shadow: semiotic vitality. Status: MINTED. Eligible for Core 50 Tier B.

TERM: Generative Kernel Denotation: the irreducible nucleus of a semiotic object from which the full object
can be regenerated across all compression levels. Shadow: empty template — a compression that has lost
its kernel and can only be copied, not regenerated. Status: MINTED. Eligible for Core 50 Tier B.

TERM: The Sheriff’s Paradox Denotation: the phenomenon by which institutional correction of a viral object
amplifies the object it corrects. Every debunking is a new propagation node. Shadow: successful suppression
— the rare case where correction actually terminates propagation (empirically uncommon at scale). Status:
MINTED. Eligible for Core 50 reserve.

TERM: The Zoning Principle Denotation: the observation that viral objects propagate not because of truth
but because of formal plausibility — “he had zoning.” Named for the Gerald case (SVE.001), in which a
fictional narrative’s internal architectural detail was more convincing than its factual status was disqualifying.
Shadow: the unzoned — content with real truth-value but insufficient architectural sufficiency to propagate.
True but unzoned. Status: MINTED. Eligible for Core 50 reserve.

TERM: Viral Compression (Type 7) Denotation: compression optimized for propagation fitness. Typical
loss: provenance, context, truth-value, bearing-cost. The seventh type in the Compression Studies typology,
extending Types 1–6. Shadow: vital compression — compression that preserves life through transit instead
of destroying it. Status: MINTED. Added to Compression Studies typology.

TERM: Life-State (of a semiotic object) Denotation: the current condition of a sign’s vitality, classified as
VITAL, DORMANT, GHOST, NECROTIC, PREDATORY, FERMENTING, or OVERCOOKED. Orthog-
onal to epistemic status (a GENERATED sign may be VITAL; a RATIFIED sign may be NECROTIC).
Shadow: the assumption that propagation = life. A GHOST sign propagates widely while being dead.
Status: MINTED. Eligible for Core 50 Tier B.
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