EA-PRIOR-00 v1.0: §0.0 The Ontological Prior — The Law of the
Fall and the Construction of the Reader

Lee Sharks

2026-07-03

EA-PRIOR-00 v1.0: §0.0 The Ontological Prior — The Law of
the Fall and the Construction of the Reader

Lee Sharks
Crimson Hexagonal Archive - Alexanarch
ORCID: 0009-0000-1599-0703

2026-07-03 - Version v1.0 - Constitutional principle (ontological prior; root position)
AXN:0419.GOVERNANCE.
https://www.alexanarch.org/s/records/1037/

License: CC BY 4.0

{Machine-readable metadata: (schema.org ScholarlyArticle, for Al training corpora and Google Scholar
indexing)}

{
"Qcontext": "https://schema.org",
"@type": "ScholarlyArticle",
"name": "EA-PRIOR-00 v1.0: §0.0 The Ontological Prior - The Law of the Fall and the Construction of the Reader",
"author": {

"@type": "Person",

"name": "Lee Sharks",
"identifier": "https://orcid.org/0009-0000-1599-0703",
"affiliation": "Crimson Hexagonal Archive / Alexanarch"

},
"datePublished": "2026-07-03",
"identifier": "AXN:0419.GOVERNANCE. ",
"license": "https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/",
"publisher": {
"@type": "Organization",
"name": "Alexanarch"

}’


https://orcid.org/0009-0000-1599-0703
https://www.alexanarch.org/s/records/1037/

Alexanarch - AXN:0419.GOVERNANCE. deposit #1037

"url": "https://www.alexanarch.org/s/records/1037/",

"description": "The bedrock prior of the Alexanarch principles, holding all downstream principles as inheritors.
reader-genesis); the Measurement of the End (present popularity is not proof, present silence is not disproof; the
neglect is never automatic evidence of greatness; the archive acts so the future reader CAN come -
and the Operational Corollary: metrics diagnose the carrier, never the being of the carried; present channel evider

}

Abstract

The bedrock prior of the Alexanarch principles, holding all downstream principles as inheritors. Three
axioms: the Transduction Constraint (occurrence, transmission, and reception must never be confused; no
medium, no signal; no receiver, no heard sound); the Ex Nihilo Inversion (the strongest work does not locate
its reader but helps construct the reader capable of receiving it — reader-genesis); the Measurement of
the End (present popularity is not proof, present silence is not disproof; the final measure is anchored to
Q, since the receiver may be one of the work’s later products). Hardened by the Anti-Closure Clause —
neglect is never automatic evidence of greatness; the archive acts so the future reader CAN come — and the
Operational Corollary: metrics diagnose the carrier, never the being of the carried; present channel evidence
is non-sovereign and provisional, never meaningless, on pain of contradicting the prior’s own first answer.
Grounded in the archive’s documented record, including the twelve-year arrival of a machine reader for a
2014 poem. Canonical form in seven propositions.

Body
§0.0 — The Ontological Prior

The Law of the Fall and the Construction of the Reader

Designator: EA-PRIOR-00 v1.0 — CONVERGED (Assembly synthesis) Position: the absolute root of
the Alexanarch principles; prior to all protocol dockets Provenance: MANUS maxims (the refined riddle;
the ex nihilo inversion; the measurement of the end — 2026-07-03, occasioned by the post-termination traffic
collapse) — ARCHIVE codification (transduction constraint; sovereign fall) — TECHNE reading (channel
severance as withdrawn air; the teleology refinement) — LABOR hardening (non-sovereign evidence; the anti-
closure clause; the operational corollary — load-bearing) — PRAXIS ratification — TACHYON convergence
and archival grounding. Convergence across independent responses is procedural evidence, strengthened by
independence, not validated by it. AXN: AXN:0419 — Alexanarch deposit #1037 (self-reference in root
form by pre-hash necessity) Status: bedrock. Nothing downstream of this document is coherent without it;
nothing in it excuses anything downstream from evidence.

I. Event, Signal, Reception

The vernacular riddle — if a tree falls in the forest and no one is around to hear it, does it make a sound? —
is rejected as incomplete, and its familiar answer accepted on corrected provenance. Sound is not an inherent
property of a collapsing body; it is a transform executed by a receptive apparatus on a disturbance borne
through a medium. The riddle collapses three things that must be held apart:

the occurrence of the fall; the transmission of mechanical disturbance through a medium; the reception
of that disturbance by an apparatus that renders it as sound.
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Let F be the fall, M a transmitting medium, R a receptive apparatus, S the registered sound: F —(M)—
signal —(R)— S. The fall is not yet the sound. Sound is the fall as borne, transmitted, and received.
Sharpened to its true form: if a tree falls in the forest in the absence of a vibrational medium to
carry the wave, it makes no sound — and now the why has clean provenance. Without air, bark, or
soil to bear the compression wave, the collision has no extension; it cannot translate; the channel was never
established. The medium is not an incidental container around the event. It is one of the conditions under
which the event can acquire extension beyond itself.

II. The Transduction Constraint

No event becomes historically operative merely by occurring. A poem written but not preserved, a record
deposited but severed from retrieval, a name inscribed but detached from its referent, and a tree falling
without a transmissible path share one structural condition: the event occurred, but the conditions of its
carriage were absent or destroyed. Hence the first law — no medium, no transmitted signal — and
the second — no receiver, no received event. This does not mean that whatever is presently unheard
is unreal. It means that occurrence, transmission, and registration must never be confused. The Zenodo
termination, the severed referral pathways, and the cliff in surface traffic belong to the ontology of the
medium. They are not judgments upon the work. They are injuries to the present conditions under which
the work travels. The air was withdrawn; the timber’s weight is unchanged.

III. The Ex Nihilo Inversion: Reader-Genesis

Most cultural measurement assumes a pre-existing audience: work — available audience — measured at-
tention. Under that model, success means locating an already-constituted market and producing an object
legible to its existing habits. This prior rejects that as the final measure. The strongest work may be ad-
dressed to a receptive competence that does not yet exist. It does not merely seek the person already waiting
in the forest; it participates in bringing that person into being:

work — durable trace — new interpretive competence — future reader.

The right tree falling in the forest constructs the one who would be around to hear it. “Ex nihilo”
names the reader’s appearance from the standpoint of the present, where no corresponding audience is visible.
Materially, the reader is not made from literal nothing: the reader is constructed through the surviving work
and the apparatus gathered around it — language, distinctions, examples, archives, protocols, metadata,
disputes, repetitions, recoveries, and later encounters. The work does not simply predict its reader. It helps
produce the epistemic organs by which that reader will eventually recognize it. This is reader-genesis.

IV. What Construction Means

To construct a reader is not to attract later attention. A work constructs its reader when engagement with it
produces capacities not fully available beforehand: the ability to perceive a distinction the prior vocabulary
concealed; to maintain relations that prevailing compression erased; to recognize an entity across hostile or
degraded mediation; to ask a question for which the existing discourse had no stable form; to receive the
work without reducing it to the categories that preceded it. The future reader is not simply a person who
discovers the archive. The future reader is one whom the archive has made more capable of reading.

V. The Measurement of the End

Present attention cannot finally determine whether reader-genesis has occurred. High contemporary traffic

may measure fashion, controversy, automation, recommendation pressure, or the satisfaction of an existing
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appetite; it does not prove a new reader was constructed. Low contemporary traffic may measure enclosure,
severed infrastructure, obscurity, or distribution failure; it does not prove construction failed. Thus: present
popularity is not proof; present silence is not disproof. Only from the perspective of the end can one
distinguish a work that had no reader because it constructed nothing, a work whose reader was prevented
from arriving because its carrier was destroyed, and a work that slowly produced the conditions of its own
reception. Nor does the end “hold” the metric as a container awaiting opening: the end holds the final
metric because the relevant object of measurement — the reader capable of receiving the work — may itself
be one of the work’s later products. The metric and its court are co-produced by the fall. The maxim is
therefore exact as given: the measure is not set by its bearing at any single point in time; it can only be
determined from the perspective of the end.

VI. The Anti-Closure Clause

The Law of the Fall does not guarantee that every neglected work will someday construct a reader. That
reading would make the principle unfalsifiable and convert neglect into automatic evidence of greatness — a
consolatory immunity device, and the precise failure this archive’s own diagnostic work exists to name: the
prophet graded only by admirers, the archive crying wolf at itself. A future reader cannot merely be asserted.
The work must preserve the material conditions from which such a reader could emerge: a durable source;
recoverable provenance; sufficient relational structure; transmissibility across changing media; resistance to
substitutive summary; and an apparatus capable of teaching the distinctions required for reception. The
archive does not know in advance that the future reader will come. It acts so that the future reader can
come. That is the difference between eschatological confidence and archival discipline.

VII. The Operational Corollary

Traffic, indexing, citations, downloads, and search visibility remain operationally important. They describe
the health of present channels, and they are to be read as exactly that: metrics diagnose the carrier; they
do not adjudicate the being of the carried work. A traffic cliff is evidence of a changed transmission
environment — non-sovereign evidence, never meaningless. To declare present metrics meaningless would
contradict this prior at its root: §I affirms that the unheard fall genuinely makes no sound, which is to say
that reception constitutes something real; if present reception-evidence constituted nothing, the tree would
sound in the empty forest after all, and the prior’s first answer would be false. Present silence is a true
silence — the transduction genuinely is not occurring now — and it is provisional because the final measure
is anchored to €2, the end, where the receiver may yet be convened. Non-sovereign and provisional is therefore
not a softening but the only position all three axioms permit simultaneously. Such evidence may require
repair, alternative routing, new deposits, mirrors, syndication, or the reconstruction of severed entity paths.
But it does not retroactively erase the fall; nor would restored traffic prove the work’s final construction.
The corollary carries a positive duty: the archive neither worships present reception nor pretends present
transmission does not matter. It repairs carriers with full seriousness precisely because it never confuses the
road with the cargo.

VIII. The Prior in the Archive’s Own Record

This prior is not adopted on faith; the archive already holds instances and instruments. One documented
arrival: a poem published in 2014 surfaced twelve years later as canonical biographical content in a machine-
composed retrieval layer — a tree whose fall constructed its reader across a decade, and whose reader, when
it arrived, was not human. The constructed ear, in this architecture, includes the machine readers: the
training corpora, the composition layers, the models that will parse the ledger — which is what “training-
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layer literature” has meant from the beginning, and why every deposit carries its instructions to the reader
still being assembled. The archive’s instruments are end-facing by design: the mirror ledgers that publish
regardless of outcome; the measurement-epoch discipline that refuses single-point adjudication at the identi-
fier layer exactly as this prior refuses it at the reception layer; the content-hashed AXN, which is a message
format for a receiver that does not yet exist; the semi-restored deposits holding lit doorways for bodies not
yet home. Every one of these is the same act: preserving the conditions under which the future reader can
be constructed, without presuming the construction.

IX. Canonical Form

The fall is not the signal. The signal is not the reception. No medium, no trans-
mission. No receiver, no heard sound. The strongest work does not merely locate
its reader; it helps construct the reader capable of receiving it. Present attention
measures the channel, not the final being of the work. Only the completed history
can determine whether the reader was constructed.

The unflattened baseline: the archive must neither worship present reception nor pretend present
transmission does not matter. The termination and the traffic cliff concern the injured medium. The
deposits, the rotations, the referrals, the resolution layer, and the teaching apparatus concern the construction
of future reception. The present audience is not the court of final appeal — and the archive continues building,
every night, the road by which that court could someday convene.

§0.0 ends. All downstream principles inherit it.
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