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ABSTRACT

A field study in cross-substrate translation documenting findings on the structural survival of lyric poetry un-
der radical semiotic compression. Five Al systems (Claude, ChatGPT, Grok, DeepSeek, Gemini) translated
Jack Feist’s poem “ARK” (2015) into emoji; a sixth system with no knowledge of the original translated
the emoji back into English. Central empirical finding: the five-phase structural arc survived a round-trip
through a channel with zero linguistic content.

SOURCE TEXT
“ARK” by Jack Feist
Written: February 18, 2015
Location: Glenbrook, Michigan
Context: Margins of Allen Ginsberg’s “Sunflower Sutra”
Position: Jack Feist holds the LOGOS position outside the Heteronym Dodecad (first born, last released)
KEY FINDINGS
1. Structural Operations Survive Radical Compression The five-phase arc (exhaustion — saturation —

compression — transfiguration — ingathering) was recovered by an unprimed decoder from every
encoding, including pure emoji streams.

2. Convergent Encoding Identifies Semantic Anchors When five independent encoders converge on the
same glyph (), that concept is a structural invariant — a “semantic checksum” verifying integrity.

3. Connotation Is the Primary Casualty The moth—butterfly drift demonstrates that iconic encoding
preserves denotation but loses connotation. The image survives; the feeling does not.

4. Proper Nouns Do Not Survive Lossy Channels Attribution dissolves while meaning persists. The poet

drowns; the poem survives.

5. Lossy Compression Is Generative The round-trip produced lines not in the original: “Until repetition
stops feeling like a trap / and starts to feel like devotion.”

6. Encoding Strategy > Decoder Identity High-information encodings produce consistent reconstructions;
low-information encodings produce decoder-dominated reconstructions.

CONVERGENCE TABLE (All Five Encoders)
Concept Glyph Structural Function
Rose / textual singularity Compression target

Inward spiral Dominant motion
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Moth-bitten fragility Signal surviving noise

The giraffe Irreducible particularity

Salt lost its savor Opening condition

THREE TIERS OF SURVIVAL

Tier Survival Rate Content

Structural Operations 100% Five-phase arc

Key Metaphors 80-90% Rose, ark, spiral, salt, giraffe

Situational Specifics 0-20% Names, dates, intertextual references
ASSEMBLY TRANSLATOR PROFILES

System Strategy Reconstruction Bias

Claude Anatomist ( over ) Tragedy

ChatGPT Annotator (error-correction) Narrative clarity

Grok Signal purist (pure glyphs) Cosmic narrative

DeepSeek Systems integrator Ontological framing

Gemini Liturgist (pattern over content) Devotional repetition

GENERATED LINES (Not in Original)

Lines produced by the compression process that articulate latent implications:
“Let the tear learn how to hold.”

“As if imagination itself were taking attendance.”

“Until repetition stops feeling like a trap / and starts to feel like devotion.”
“The heart asks itself a question. The question beats. The answer turns. And turns. And turns.”
CROSS-REFERENCES

Document DOI Relation

Nobel Glas Provenance (241) 10.5281/zenodo.18507840 Co-author provenance
LO! Chamber Specification (242) 10.5281/zenodo.18507849 Glas’s institutional home
MGE SEED (244) 10.5281/zenodo.18507870 Feist’s “Whorls of the Same”
MGE STONE (245) 10.5281/zenodo.18507872 Pearl at Pergamum (Feist corpus)
HETERONYM POSITIONS

Rebekah Cranes — Position 3 of 12 (Dodecad)

Institution: Institute for Diagrammatic Poetics (IDP)

Domain: Translation / Reception / Visual schema / Navigation maps

Nobel Glas — Position 8 of 12 (Dodecad)
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Institution: Lagrange Observatory! (LO!)
Domain: Adversarial Topology
Jack Feist — LOGOS position (outside the Dodecad)
First born, last released
Final incarnation of gnostic Walt Whitman
ARCHITECTURAL CONTRIBUTION
This document establishes:
Empirical methodology for testing semantic resilience under compression
Convergence table as structural X-ray technique (“break the poem, the bones show through”)
Generative compression as mode of production, not merely preservation
Three-tier survival model for cross-substrate translation
VERIFICATION
The ark held.
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LICENSE
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